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Brainstorming Ideas for ‘Your Hero’ and creating 
an End User profile. 

To choose who I should focus on as my 
hero, I first wrote down a list of names 
that came into my head then narrowed 
them down to two options: Elle Woods 
from Legally Blonde or my sister, Betty. 
I then did a rough mindmap of each, 
thinking about age, job, hobbies and 
personal style. After that, I made two 
more detailed brainstorms, this time 
also thinking about colour schemes, 
sustainability, how I can include 
technology and what the outcome could 
be.

End user profile ?

Elle Woods

Betty



Elle Woods 

I have chosen Elle Woods as my hero, as she has such a clear, stand out style and has 
really strong values throughout the Legally Blonde films. Woods is moral, and stands 
up for what she believes in, which is inspiring, especially when it comes to feminism, 
and being a strong, succesful women without being compromising  her femininity. 
She stands up for animal rights in the second film and is clearly very passionate 
about it, and doesn't back down until she gets results. I think that today Elle Woods 
would be standing up for all of the important issues such as black lives matter, 
LGBTQ+ rights and climate change. 

Elle Woods style is very clear throughout the films. She loves pink, and her whole 
look is really 2000s, which is experiencing a revival right now. Her style is still young 
and fresh as she is in her 20s, and though for a while at her internship with Callahan 
she loses her bold style, she kept hints, with poofy blouses and jewellery. I think that 
today Woods would keep her style really modern and on trend, whilst also being age 
and work appropriate, as she would be in her 40s now and still working in law. 

End-User Profile



Wool Appreciation Course- Modules 1-5: 

Through modules 1-5 of the W4S wool appreciation course, I learnt about wool as a 
fibre in-depth, different grades of wool, the various sheep and what wool they produce, 
the properties of wool and how wool is manufactured and turned into yarn.

I found all of this very interesting, especially learning about the many naturally 
occurring properties of wool, and it allowed me to think more in-depth about how I 
can use these properties to my advantage in the garments I design. I am especially 
interested in wools ability to regulate temperature, and its UV absorbent properties, as 
I think they will link well to my chosen hero.

Another thing I learnt is the grades of wool, and how many wool fibres you see are a 
blend of many different breeds of sheep to give the final yarn specific properties such 
as fire resistance or extra durability, which is helpful to know when considering what 
wool I want to use for my final garments, and what properties I want it to have. 

The manufacturing process of wool is very long and complicated. It can take 12-18 
months for the wool to go from farm to fashion. The wool needs to be cleaned, combed 
and spun smaller and smaller until it gets to the desired yarn thickness. There are also 
two different types of spun yarn, worsted yarn and woollen yarn. Worsted yarn is the 
wool from the main body of the sheep and is made up of longer fibres, whereas 
woollen yarn is from the head, belly and legs, and is much shorter and uneven in 
length. Worsted yarn also needs to go through an additional process during 
manufacturing called top making, where the fibres are combed to get rid of any fibres 
that are too short or any vegetable matter. This process aligns the fibres to create a 
softer, thinner and more even fabric.

https://www.woolmark.com/about-wool/wool-fibre/

https://www.woolmark.com/about-wool/woolgrowers/

https://www.woolmarklearningcentre.com/EPiServer/CMS/~/link/733418e1fac84b7d9630e9c98c237c74.aspx
https://www.woolmarklearningcentre.com/EPiServer/CMS/~/link/340882fcb5e849808ae3977028ea6ed9.aspx


McQueen- Film Review

McQueen is a beautiful, moving film of Alexander McQueen's life and work. 
Taking us from his first experiences in the fashion industry, his rise to fame, 
to his eventual suicide, the film explores how events in his life affected his 
fashion collections and style through tapes that McQueen and his friends 
took, footage of his shows, interviews with close friends and family. 

The film delves into McQueen's mindset throughout his career and gives the 
viewer insight into the inspirations for his most evocative and controversial 
collections. The score of classical music throughout brings the collection of 
clips together and helps bring any emotions you may be feeling to the surface. 
I enjoyed seeing his collections being pieced together whilst listening to 
McQueen or people who worked on the collection talk about the process and 
what went on behind the scenes. Throughout the film, you get a sense of who 
McQueen was and how much talent he had through the interviews with 
teachers and co-workers. 

Throughout the film, you can see how unique and forward-thinking McQueen 
was with all of his collections and how passionate he was about making great 
clothes whilst putting on a show. By the end of the film, you really feel his loss 
and can't help but imagine what he might be creating right now if he had n0t 
taken his life.

LARGE IMAGE(S) 



Primary Sourcing 

To gather more of an understanding of how 
wool is used in clothing and how much, I went 
to various shops, some high end, such as 
Javelin and White Stuff  and some charity 
shops, such as Cancer Research and The 
British Heart Foundation, finding examples of 
clothing that were 100% wool or made up 
from wool and taking pictures of the labels 
and the items themselves. I found that many 
of the jumpers I picked up were made of 
acrylic and not wool, or they were mainly 
made of acrylic with a tiny percentage of wool. 
I also found it easier, and found the most 
100% wool items in charity and vintage shops, 
which I think is because synthetic materials 
have become more utilised and its cheaper 
than many 100% wool items.



Wool Appreciation Course- Modules 6-10

Modules 6-10  explored yarn quality, the characteristics of knitted and woven 
fabric yarns, dyeing, bleaching and the finishing of wool fabrics. I learnt the 
most common wool blends; wool/polyamide, wool/acrylic, wool/polyester and 
wool/cellulosic. It was interesting to see the different properties the different 
blends added, and I recognised some of them from my primary resourcing in 
town. The modules also delved into the manufacturing of knitted and woven 
fabric, looking at the machines used to create the fabric and the attributes of 
yarn that are necessary to ensure quality and durability, such as count 
consistency, twist consistency, yarn friction, tensile properties, and twist 
balance. 

The manufacturing of wool into woven or knitted material was great to know so 
I will be able to choose the correct process for the elements of my designs and I 
also learnt about the different types of weave and knit, and what kinds of 
clothing they are used on, which will also be useful in deciding what fabric type I 
want to use. I think I want to design a suit that will need woven fabric, and I 
might include a sweater vest that will need knitted fabric. 

I was very interested to know the dyeing process of wool and the different dyeing 
techniques as I wanted to see what the most climate-friendly dye was. 
Interestingly, the most climate-friendly dye is not natural dyes but reactive dyes, 
as they contain very few metal ions, which can be washed into the water and 
have low dye loss when cleaning. I still feel that natural dye is an option, as 
when done on a small scale and without metal mordants, it does not create as 
much of an impact. 

The final module was about finishing the fabric and getting it ready to be sold. 
Finishing involves improving the stability of the material, removing processing 
additives that could smell and improving the handle and appearance of the final 
product whilst also offering an opportunity to add other attributes such as 
anti-static properties.

Machines for Weaving

Machines for Knitting



Wool Appreciation Course- Modules  11-15
In modules 11 to 15 of the wool appreciation course, I learnt about the  various 
innovations in merino wool, the faults that may occur during and after production, 
and how the manufacturers solve/prevent them, the checks and testing all of the 
garments go through, and what a woolmark certification means. 

What I found most interesting is the sheer amount of tests and quality checks that 
any woolmark certified garment goes through before being sold to consumers. The 
garment is tested to check that it contains the stated amount of wool, how 
colourfast it is under different conditions, how it holds up under wear and if any 
additional claims such as wrinkle resistance are true. This is really great for the 
consumer, as it gives them reassurance of the quality of the garment from a 
company they can trust. It's also good for the designer or manufacturer who is 
certified, as it means they have great credibility, and people are more likely to buy 
their products. It also reassures me that if I win the competition, my design will be 
executed to a very high standard. 

Module 11 was very useful to me, as it was all about the different merino wool 
innovations. It has given me lots of ideas as to how I can use these innovative 
fabrics in my final design, especially cool wool,  a fabric made from very 
lightweight merino wool fibres that create really lightweight garments that can 
dissipate heat and water vapour, keeping Elle Woods cool in the courtroom, as she 
works as a lawyer, meaning  she has to dress formally all the time, regardless of the 
weather. Another innovation that I could use in my design is mercerised merino, 
where the fibre scales are reduced in size to make a soft, shiny fabric that feels like 
cashmere and looks like silk. I think this would be a good fabric to use, as Elle 
Woods cares about the way she looks and luxurious products.

Modules 12 and 13 looked at what flaws woolen and woven garments can have, 
focussing mainly on woolen garments. They looked at spirality, the deformation of 
the knit structure due to yarn twisting so the vertical and horizontal lines of stitch 
are no longer at right angles, cockling, an irregular surface texture created by a 
sudden release of tension in the loops and hygral expansion in woven fabrics, 
where the garment is made in low humidity, meaning that if the consumer wears it 
in high humidity the garment warps and changes shape. They also looked at 
pilling, its main causes and how the manufacturer can prevent this buy increasing 
friction between the fibres, promoting fibre to fibre bonding, and weakening 
surface fibres.



Wool in Sport: 

Many people only think of merino wool being used in woolly jumpers, but it is 
actually widely used in sportswear as wool has many properties which lend itself 
to athleisure. 

● Effective Odour Control- Merino fibres absorb and lock away the odour 
molecules released when you sweat, and are only released upon washing, 
so your clothes are fresher for longer. It also means that you don't smell 
either.

● Naturally Breathable- Wool fibres can absorb loads of moisture vapour and 
allow it to evaporate, meaning wool garments feel less clingy and more 
comfortable.

● Thermoregulating- Wool is an active fibre that reacts to changes in body 
temperature. Wool fabrics can feel two times cooler than synthetics.

● Comfort and Shape Retention- Wool fibres are coiled like springs, so they 
can stretch when you stretch, and because merino fibres are so fine,they 
feel super soft to the touch.

● Easy Care and Stain Resistance- Merino fibres have a natural protective 
outer layer that prevents stains being absorbed and makes cleaning easier. 

● High UV Resistance- Wool clothing provides natural protection from the 
sun, as it absorbs UV radiation.



Fabric swatches

I brought some free wool samples from 
several companies to feel and look at 
different wool fabrics. I struggled to 
find 100% wool samples and could 
only find four from the sofa company 
Loaf. I found lots of samples that 
contained a percentage of wool and 
ordered some from love your home. 
I also got hold of some raw wool, as it 
was used as insulation for a food 
delivery my sister got. I like the 
softness and warmth that the 100% 
wool fabric has, and it seems to have a 
great drape. The other fabrics are more 
for interiors, and you can feel it's a lot 
stiffer. It was also interesting to see the 
raw wool before it gets turned into 
fabric, as it was a very different texture 
and appearance. I couldn't get any free 
samples of wool which were more for 
fashion, but I looked at some that had 
been laid out at college, and they were 
a lot thinner than the samples I have. It 
was good to see the many possibilities 
of wool, and it gives me an idea of what 
fabrics I can use in my design.



Casablanca:

Casablanca is a brand created by 
French-Moroccan designer Charaf 
Tajer. It is a fusion of luxury and 
leisurewear, of comfort and elegance. 
The brand likes to use luxurious and 
high society environments as 
inspiration for their collections, adding 
bursts of colour to appeal to a younger 
market. The environment they used as 
inspiration for their Woolmark 
collection was the aesthetic of Formula 
one sportswear combined with the 
late-night glamour of the casino. Their 
collection utilised one of the amazing 
wool innovations that are available, 
embedding orange oil capsules in the 
wool fabric, so as you move the 
fragrance of orange can  boost your 
energy and mind. I think the idea of 
adding scent into clothing to improve 
your wellbeing is a great idea, and I 
want to use this in my design as I think 
having a garment that can improve her 
mental health will be useful in her 
stressful job as a lawyer. I think the 
colour scheme is also very effective at 
improving your wellbeing as it feels 
uplifting and joyful.



WORKSHOP: Fashion Roughs 

Before I started my fashion roughs, I already had an idea of what I wanted in 
my head as Elle Woods is a lawyer and would now be in her 40s, I want to 
design a formal work outfit that reflects her changing her style to match her 
age, whilst also being chic and fashionable. I played around with various 
combinations, making sure to generally include a shirt or sweater vest paired 
with a skirt or pants. I tried to make sure all the roughs reflected Woods's age, 
although some of the designs look a bit young. I struggled to draw the suit 
jacket I was imagining as it was hard to show the layers of clothing under the 
jacket on such a small torso, so many of the jackets do not look right. From 
these drawings, I feel that trousers or a dress seem to be good options, and I 
like the idea of including a sweater vest in the outfit. I still want to include a 
suit jacket and will practice drawing them so that my idea comes across in the 
final illustration. 



MmusoMaxwell: 

MmusoMaxwell is a fashion brand based in Johannesburg founded by Maxwell 
Boko and Mmuso Potsane. The duo met through an internship program, and 
after discovering they had similar views and style, they joined forces to 
strengthen their aesthetic and brand. They now create ethical and sustainable 
women's wear inspired by their african heritage and contemporary culture. Their 
main focus is on tailoring to compliment the modern women, accentuating 
detail, practicality and wearability through well considered sustainable design.  
Most of their designs are 100% wool, and they are finalists in the international 
woolmark prize.

COMPARISON TO OWN SAMPLING

I love the tailoring in their designs, and you can see that the clothing fits 
the model really well. I also think the pieces to a great job and keeping 
more formal whilst also being femminine and empowering which is really 
great. I think this is exactly what Elle Woods would be wearing today as a 
more mature, respected lawyer, and helps me see how women's tailoring 
can be done on a modern way.



WORKSHOP: Fashion illustrations 

After doing plenty of rough designs, I 
decided on a cropped suit with a shirt 
and sweater vest underneath. I also 
added a vine pattern to the sweater vest 
to add more interest to the outfit, as it 
felt a bit plain. I think this outfit feels 
more grown-up than the outfits Elle 
Woods wears in the first films, whilst 
still keeping some of the playfulness of 
her style with the cropped jacket and 
pink tones. In my first draft of the 
design, I made the pink of the suit 
bolder than the greyish pink I eventually 
chose, but I felt that it would be too 
garish for a mature Elle Woods, who 
wants to be taken seriously. I took 
inspiration from Reese Witherspoon's 
recent hairstyle and gave Elle a more 
sophisticated bob. In terms of materials, 
I  want the shirt made out of Neulana 
Elite, so it feels soft on the skin whilst 
looking luxurious, the sweater vest made 
out of Merino air, so it keeps her warm 
without the weight of a bulky jumper, 
and the suit made from Aromatherapy 
merino infused with lavender to keep 
Woods calm.



Shirt and Suit Lining- Neulana Elite (Woven): 

NEULANA fabrics are the result of intensive research and development during 
the manufacturing stage. Made from Australian Merino wool, NEULANA Elite 
has been made from fibres on which the latest stretch technology has been 
applied, resulting in a lightweight woven fabric with a cashmere-like hand feel 
and a subtle silk-like sheen. The material is very versatile and can be blended 
easily with other materials to create suits, jackets, shirts, shawls, hersey and 
accessories. I want the shirt and lining to be 100% merino wool to give Woods 
the ultimate softness, and keeping everything 100% wool is much more 
sustainable.

Sweater Vest- Merino air (Knit)

Merino Air enables the lowest possible twist levels to be used in pure wool 
knitwear yarns to yield a lighter garment and thus more warmth for a given 
weight of wool. 

The ideal yarn, in terms of ‘warmth without weight’ has zero twist but has until 
recently been impractical. Now with the development of new ‘air’ spinning 
systems zero twist yarns are possible. Merino Air technology involves knitting a 
very fine tubular net into which wool fibre is ‘blown’.

Features:

● Zero twist yarn for ultimate bulk and softness.
● Ideal for coarse gauge knitwear which is light to wear.
● Knitted yarn structure protects the yarn to yield good knitting and pilling 

performance



Naturally Dyeing Wool

Dyeing with wool is a good start for beginner dyers, as it's readily available, 
easy to prepare, and can absorb most dyes well. You can dye fibres at three 
different stages, depending on what you want to use them for. Unspun fleece is 
used by felt makers or hand spinners, skeins are used by weavers, embroiders, 
and knitters and wool fabrics are used by sewers and designers. Before doing 
anything, the wool fibres should be washed to remove any excess dirt, oil and 
chemical residues. Wool should be washed in warm water with washing up 
liquid and rinsed several times. Once the wool is washed, it needs to be 
mordanted. A mordant is a substance that allows the dye to become 
permanently attached to the fibres. There are many different mordanting 
options, but the most commonly used mordants are made from aluminium, 
like aluminium sulphate and aluminium potassium sulphate. When using an 
alum mordant the easiest method is to dissolve alum crystals in boiling water, 
add them to a pot of water. Then add the fibres, leaving them to steep for at 
least 12 hours. The plant material also needs to be prepared for dyeing by 
simmering or soaking in water for a least one hour and then straining. Now the 
wool is finally ready to be dyed! Wool fibres can be dyed using a cold or hot 
dyeing method, but cold is sometimes the safer bet as wool fibres can felt or 
shrink in high temperatures. For both methods, the wool needs to be soaked in 
water overnight to avoid patchiness caused by different sections absorbing the 
dye quicker than others. Add the fibres to the dye pot and more water if needed 
to allow the fibres to move freely. If dyeing without heat, leave the wool to soak 
until they achieve the desired colour. If dyeing with heat, gently heat to a 
simmer, then simmer for 30 minutes to an hour, or until the desired colour is 
released, then leave to cool overnight to achieve maximum light and wash 
fastness. Once the wool is dyed, it is possible to change the hue using a colour 
modifier. Modifiers include copper, iron vinegar for an acidic modifier and 
washing soda for an alkaline modifier. Modifiers can create dramatic colour 
changes or subtly alter the original colour. After dyeing, it is important to rinse 
and wash the fibres to remove any dye residue. 

Mordant Chart from Jenny Deans Wild Colour



WORKSHOP: Technical sketch 

Now I have decided on my final design, I 
am ready to do the technical sketches for 
each element of my design. As I have 
never done any technical sketches 
before, I practiced by drawing some real 
clothes we had laid out on an outline of 
the human body. KI struggled at first 
with keeping the lines staring and 
neat,and determining with lines should 
be dotted or straight, but on the second 
go I felt a lot more confident and the 
drawing is much neater. Once I was 
confident enough, I  moved on to 
drawing my own designs. I looked up 
other flat drawings of the items I wanted 
so that I knew where to put seams and 
topstitching.I wasn't sure how to do a 
technical drawing of the sweater vest as 
it has no visible stitching, but I think I 
found a solution for that, by using mark 
making to show where the different knit 
textures are.



Suit- Merino Fresh (Woven)

The Merino Fresh suit is made from normal or high twist pure new wool fabric 
then treated with a low level of polyurethane polymer to enhance smooth drying. 
The suit is constructed from water repellent chest interfacing and shoulder pads 
and washable trims. Other specialised elements of a merino fresh suit include 
pockets that drain water easily and drainage holes in cuffs. The creases and 
seams are stabilised with a special TCYS setting agent. By using wool-rich fabric, 
most stains can be easily removed during showering with warm water- more 
persistent stains might need professional cleaning.  

Merino Fresh creates suits that can be cleaned in the shower, which cuts out the 
need for harmful dry cleaning. The trouser creases also stay for longer which 
reduces the need for energy intensive ironing.

Suit- Aromatherapy Merino (Woven)

Through a new process called microencapsulation, which coats minute particles 
of essential oils in order to produce tiny capsules, that are then bound to the 
merino wool fibres in garments. These then slowly release scent throughout the 
day as you move and create friction.
The technology is natural, safe and takes advantage of the benefits of essential 
oils, and depending on which oils you choose your clothes can help relax or 
re-energise you.



Creating pink using natural dyes

Natural  dyes can create a great range 
of pinks, from bright fushia to pale 
pink. The most reliable and easy to use 
natural dye to create pink if the skins 
and stones of Avocados. I have used 
avocado to dye  fabric may times, and 
the colours create are always  a more 
muted pink that looks really beautiful. 
Avocado stones are also naturally rich 
in tannins which means that the dye 
will attach to the fabric really well 
without needing to add a mordant. 
Other dyes you can use to achieve pink 
include lichen,silver birch bark, 
brazilwood, madder root and barks 
from certain fruit trees such as pear 
and apricot.  THough lichen seems to 
produce a really beautiful purply-pink, 
it is hard to find, and is not very 
lightfast, which is also a problem with 
brazilwood. Some varieties of 
brazilwood are also endangered so you 
have to be careful where you source it 
from. Silver birch can also produce 
quite dark colours, It also doesn't need 
a mordant , and is more reliable

In my design I imagine the Brazil 
Wood being used for the knit sweater 
vest, and avocado or silver birch being 
used for the shirt and suit.

Lichen 

Silver Birch

Avocado

Brazilwood

Madder Root



WORKSHOP: Creative Statement 

I have created my design for the character Elle Woods from the Legally Blonde 
film series. I choose Woods as my hero as she is a strong woman standing up for 
her beliefs and fitting for justice while never compromising who she is. I wanted 
the design to be for an older Elle Woods, as she moves on from being a naive and 
inexperienced lawyer to an accomplished and well respected one. 
Elle Woods' signature colour is pink in the films, and from watching them, I found 
that she always wears at least one all pink outfit. I wanted to create a more refined 
and mature pink look for her that shows how she has grown up since the first two 
films,
I have created my design for the character Elle Woods from the Legally Blonde 
film series. I choose Woods as my hero as she is a strong woman standing up for 
her beliefs and fitting for justice while never compromising who she is. I wanted 
the design to be for an older Elle Woods, as she moves on from being a naive and 
inexperienced lawyer to an accomplished and well respected one. 
Elle Woods' signature colour is pink in the films, and from watching them, I found 
that she always wears at least one all pink outfit. I wanted to create a more refined 
and mature pink look for her that shows how she has grown up since the first two 
films,
I imagine that Elle is a passionate advocate against climate change since she was 
so against animal testing in the second film that she passed a law prohibiting it! I 
think she would always try her best to be environmentally conscious, especially 
with something she loves so much- fashion. For this reason, I have made the 
design 100% wool and have chosen to use natural dyes to achieve the pink Woods 
loves so much. I have also included lavender-scented elements in the design to 
calm Elle when she is working.
The outfit I have designed is a pantsuit with a cropped jacket for a more modern 
silhouette and a sweater vest and shirt to go underneath. I have used more muted 
pinks throughout and given a pop of stronger colour to the outfit with the deep 
pink sweater vest. 
The suit jacket and pants are both made from 100% woven aromatherapy merino 
to calm and soothe Elle whilst at work, the sweater vest is made from 100% knit 
merino air to be warm without being too heavy, and the shirt is made from 100% 
woven Neulana Elite fabric as something soft against Elle's skin. As everything in 
my outfit is 100% wool, the Woolmark logo applied to my garment would be the 
pure new wool logo 

Creative statement should be no more than 
500 words.

It needs to contain:

identify the hero you have chosen as your 
inspiration

identify the aspects or features of the outfit 
that are inspired by your chosen hero

identify the ways your outfit 
communicates your hero’s message

identify each of the pieces that make up the 
outfit pieces (up to 4 pieces)

identify the wool fabrics (knit or woven) 
and wool innovations (e.g. wool fur)

identify any other fibres or materials used 
– up to 30% (sustainability)

identify which Woolmark logo would be 
applied to each garment (Pure New Wool, 
Wool Rich Blend or
Wool Blend Performance)



Reese Witherspoon's Style

Reese Witherspoon's style is preppy, southern and sophisticated, with lots of 
skirt and shirt combinations. Her go-to colour seems to be blue, which she has 
said is the southern version of black, spruced up with pops of colour from 
matching handbags and shoes. Witherspoon crealy knows what looks good, and 
her outfits are always joyful and bright, usually accentuating her waist. In some 
way she is very like her character Elle Woods as she dresses for her and not for 
other people, and is not someone to wear a drab, dull outfit.

Older Elle Woods Style

I think an older Elle Woods would still be stylish and up to date with 
the latest fashion trends, but would definitely give them a more 
mature, adult twist. I also feel that she would still want to use colour 
alot in her wardrobe, like Reese Witherspoon, although she may mute 
the colours slightly whilst at work to appear more professional. 



Why Natural Dye is Better for the 
Environment

Natural dyes are a great alternative to  synthetic dyes, and have been used for 
thousands of years before synthetic dyes were discovered. Natural dyes are more 
beneficial for the environment as the plants needed for natural dye are renewable, 
and don't include harmful chemicals. Natural dyes are also beneficial to the country 
exporting them as natural dyes do tend to be more expensive than synthetic. 
Synthetic dyes are also harmful to the health of people using them the worker in 
the factories using them, whereas the natural dye industry is a source of 
employment for people in poorer countries. I also think that the colours produced 
by natural dyeing are really beautiful and many of them have earthy hues, although 
some plants can create bright, bold colours.



FINAL BOARDS 
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FINAL EVALUATION

Elle Woods, a character from the Legally Blonde films, was my 
hero for this project. I chose her as she’s a strong woman 
standing up for her beliefs and fighting for justice, never 
comprising who she is. 
 My focus for the sustainable element of my design was the use 
of natural dyes, which has always interested me, and I think that 
Elle Woods would be a passionate advocate for sustainable 
clothing. Clothing is a big part of Elle’s personality, and she 
wears at least two all pink outfits in each film, so it was important 
for the design to reflect this – looking stylish, being sustainable 
and keeping within her colour palette. As a lawyer, she would 
need something that looked good, was comfortable to wear, 
made her feel confident and if at all possible, brought some calm 
to her very stressful and busy life.
 I completed the Wool Appreciation course on the Wool4Schools 
website and researched previous winners of the International 
Woolmark Prize, including Casablanca and Mmuso Maxwell. 
This helped me understand wool is produced and manufactured, 
and the different types of woollen fabric and their properties. 
Researching the designers illustrated the versatility of wool in 
design. One of the interesting things I learned is that wool is 
naturally fire-resistant!
 I learnt to use a variety of presentation techniques to show the 
ins and outs of my design, including technical drawing and 
fashion illustration. Having never done technical drawing before, 
it was interesting to learn how important these are to the 
manufacturer in understanding how to produce your garment – 
e.g. stitch placement, fastenings etc.
  The four wool innovations I chose to use in my final design 
were: Merino Fresh, Neulana Elite, Merino Air and Aromatherapy 
Merino. I combined Merino Fresh with Aromatherapy Merino to 
create a lightweight suit that can be washed in the shower and 
will also help Elle Woods stay calm with the scent released from 
lavender oil capsules that are embedded in the fabric. The 
Merino Air would create a very lightweight, yet warm sweater 
vest, and the Neulana Elite would create a shirt that felt like 
cashmere with the appearance of silk for a luxurious feel and 
look.
  

 My technical sketches of all the pieces helped me to 
think about the placement of the stitching, seams and 
fastenings, taking into account style, comfort and 
manufacturing.
  I’m pleased with my final submission for this 
competition. I think it reflects how a mature Elle Woods 
would dress and how her colour palette would have 
muted as she got older, and it’s a practical outfit for a 
high-profile lawyer. In her maturity, she would be looking 
for classic outfits that she could return to again and 
again – and this is what I have created.
  I’ve incorporated sustainability into my final design 
through the use of natural dyes and making sure the 
garment is 100% wool. I wanted to create something that 
would have no environmental impact if Elle Woods ever 
wanted to throw this away – the whole garment is 100% 
compostable and the natural dyes would not release any 
harmful substances into the soil. My piece stands out 
from other submissions because it is an outfit that can 
be worn by any woman. It could be a staple part of any 
working woman’s wardrobe, not just a film character, not 
just a hero high profile lawyer like Elle Woods.
 I have worked well on this project, meeting the deadline. 
I did lots of research to inform and back up my ideas, 
and I’ve looked in-depth at wool as a sustainable fabric 
of the future. Ultimately, I have created a design that 
works perfectly for my chosen hero.
  I’ve loved the Legally Blonde films since I was a child, 
and it was great to be able to design an outfit for one of 
my favourite film characters, one of my hero’s, whilst 
incorporating sustainability which is a real passion of 
mine. This is a real source of strength as it enabled me 
to create a garment that I knew my hero would wear and 
would have a minimal environmental impact.
  I’m sure my final submission boards have summed up 
my hero for the judges in their use of colour and styling. I 
also created a mock film poster for a third imagined film 
in the Legally Blonde franchise for the final illustration 
board.


